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By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

F
ollowing the 7.0 earthquake in Haiti, Fairfax
County’s Urban Search and Rescue Team
(Virginia Task Force 1) was sent last week

to look for and rescue victims.
Under the auspices of the United States Agency

for International Development (USAID), a 72-
member team left last Tuesday night, Jan. 12, ar-
riving the next day. And it quickly achieved suc-
cess.

“We had a save Thursday morning [Jan. 14],”
said county Fire and Rescue Department spokes-
man Dan Schmidt. “A U.N. security officer of Es-
tonian descent was detected in a rubble pile and
extricated in good condition by members of Vir-
ginia Task Force 1. And that’s the essence of why
firefighters do what they do — they want to save
lives. So when they did, it was an incredible,
adrenaline-booster for them.”

But with the situation there still so dire, said
Schmidt, “The USAID asked us to send a second
team, and County Executive Anthony Griffin and
Fire Chief Ron Mastin approved the request.” So
a 42-person contingent left Thursday, Jan. 14, ar-
riving early Friday morning.

It’s comprised of two doctors, structural engi-
neers, paramedics, specialists in search-and-res-
cue and hazardous materials, plus a search ca-
nine and handler. The structural engineers include
rigging specialists who help shore up unsafe ar-

eas using block and tackle, plus other methods,
so firefighters can continue to extricate people.

As of Sunday night, Jan. 17, the two teams have
rescued 15 people.

“The federal government funds all costs associ-
ated with training and deployment,” said Schmidt.
The team will be in Haiti, 10-14 days, while other
firefighters fill in for them here. They flew on a
chartered aircraft, with their bags of personal
items, while a second plane carried their equip-
ment, such as jackhammers, cameras, listening de-
vices, concrete-cutting saws and medical supplies.
Water and military MREs (meals, ready-to-eat)

County teams dispatched.
Search and Rescue in Haiti
Lt. Rodney Vaughan’s wife Erica and their two daughters (from left) Leah, 2, and
Savannah, 4, kept him company before he left for Haiti.

Mary Anne Zandall, (on right), with the
Family Support Services Team, checks
the passport of canine search specialist
Teresa MacPherson.
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By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

I
n high school, sports teams of-
ten get all the glory. But
Westfield High’s dance teams

are grabbing their own share of
the headlines with first-place fin-
ishes in the recent Fairfax Dance
Invitational.

Competing against 19 other
teams, Westfield placed first in
both the varsity and JV pom divi-
sions. In addition, sophomore Alie
Hughes was number one in the
senior solo division, and varsity
coach Cindy Kilmer received the
overall best choreography award.

“Overall, the Westfield Dance
team couldn’t be happier with the
outcome,” said Kilmer, who
coaches with Rebecca Canty. “The
hard work and dedication of the
team and coaches has paid off and
allowed the dance team to bring
several more first-place trophies
back to Westfield.”

“First place is extremely excit-
ing to achieve, considering how
technical and difficult dance has
gotten over the past several years,”
continued Kilmer. “A first-place
routine must include all the tech-
nical elements, be fast-paced and

WHS Dance Teams
Rack Up Victories

By Julia O’Donoghue

Centre View

I
ncreasingly large classes in
local schools could begin to
threaten student safety as
well as student learning, ac-

cording to school officials.
Fairfax County schools superin-

tendent Jack Dale said local class
sizes are getting to a point where
officials would have to be careful
about going over the maximum
capacity allowed in some class-
rooms.

“Quite frankly, we are getting to
the point in some schools where

we are pushing the envelope in
terms of the fire code,” said Dale,
during a budget presentation to
the Fairfax County School Board
Jan. 7.

Schools are being forced to cram
35 to 38 students into classrooms
that were built to a 28-person ca-
pacity, said Dean Tistadt, Fairfax
County Public Schools chief oper-
ating officer.

“If it is an older high school or
an older middle school, we have
some concerns about whether they
can fit all the students into the

Putting Students
In Tight Spots
Average class size bumps up against
physical and legal constraints.
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VIRGINIA
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level custom deck. Gorgeous
yard. 2,700 sq.ft.

$549,900
ARLINGTON

Great
Location!
Walk to

Ballston Metro. Minutes to
D.C. All-brick Cape Cod-style
home. 2-Car Garage.
Hardwood floors throughout.
Enclosed rear porch.
AR7227706

$399,900
CHALET
WOODS

Spacious,
clean 4-
level home.
Lots of

natural light! 2-car garage. 3-tier
deck and large, level backyard.
Brand new neutral carpet & paint
throughout. Separate laundry room
& workshop. No HOA. Dir: From
From I66 to 28N, L on Braddock, L
on Cranoke, L on Jarnigan
FX7238291

FX7216350
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VIRGINIA
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Stunning!
Elegant
home in
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The Ridings
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private, prof. landscaped .85 acre cul-
de-sac lot. Beautifully appointed
home with study, dramatic 2-story
FR, Sun-room, Gourmet Kitchen.
Sumptuous master suite w/3-sided FP
& lux BA. Gleaming Hdwd floors. Fin.
walk-out basement & much more!
FX7016721

$324,900
CENTRE
RIDGE

Pristine
3-level,
sun-filled
garage

TH! Deck & fenced yard. New,
neutral carpet/paint. Hdwd floors.
Spacious LR & separate DR.
Master suite w/his & hers closets
& a luxury BA w/soaking tub.
Daylight basement w/rec room.
Great community amenities.
FX7236737

COMING SOON!
Virginia Run
Winchester Homes
Raleigh Model. Cul-
de-Sac. Gorgeous
inside!

The Fairways
Lovely Cape Cod-
style home! Open
& airy!

Little Rocky
Run
Mid $600,000s.
Screened porch.
Cul-de-sac. Side to
common area. Wine
cellar & more.

Virginia Run
Award-winning
luxury home! Over
7,000 SF. Over
$300K of custom
features! $800,000s

OPEN SUNDAY, 1/24, 1-4 P.M.
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also went along.
“This team deployed to Haiti in

November 2008 for a school col-
lapse, and many of those same
members are returning,” said
Schmidt. The team’s first mission
was in December 1988 when it
responded to an Armenian earth-
quake with a small, technical-res-
cue team. Since then, the Urban
Search and Rescue (USAR) team
has been deployed all over the
world, including to Kenya, Iran,
Taiwan, Turkey, Oklahoma City
and the Pentagon after 9/11. It
also responded after Hurricanes
Katrina and Isabel.

LAST THURSDAY, team mem-
bers reported to the county’s Fire
and Rescue Academy throughout
the day. Some were accompanied
by family members; each brought
one red and one yellow bag. Lt.
Diron Powell — who works at the
Franconia, Kingstowne, Spring-
field and West Springfield stations
— helped them check in.

Each person’s bags had be less
than 90 pounds total for the two,
and Powell made sure they con-
tained all the necessary gear. Fill-
ing the red bags were uniforms,
toiletries and personal items. The
yellow bags were stuffed with op-
erating gear such as flashlights,
batteries, gloves, safety glasses,
hearing protectors, rain gear, in-
sect repellant and hand cleaner.

Team members went through
several, check-in stations. They
started with medical and passport

checks and turned in their cell
phones, keys and pagers. Deputy
Fire Chief Mike Reilly, of
Centreville’s Virginia Run commu-
nity, worked as the mobilization
manager, in charge of sign-in re-
ception, food, equipment and get-
ting everything to the departure
point.

“I coordinate with the Family
Support Services Team (FSST),
making sure people get a check-
list of everything required of
them,” he explained. “If
something’s missing — such as
their shot card, ID or equipment
— they’d be non-deployable. So
they come to me and I see that
their issue is handled.” Reilly also
had a canteen unit bring the mem-
bers hot and cold beverages and
ordered dinner for them from
Firehouse Subs.

Teresa MacPherson of Catlett is
the canine search specialist. She’s
not a member of the fire depart-
ment, but has been on the team
since 1993. Her partner’s a 5-year-
old black Labrador named Banks.

“We were in Haiti in ’08 for the
school collapse,” she said. Before
Banks begins a search,
MacPherson unclips his leash so
he’s unencumbered. “We don’t
want any snagging,” she said. “He
can go places we can’t. I say, ‘Go
find,’ and he starts looking for live,
human scent in the rubble. He cov-
ers a lot of area in a short amount
of time. Where he finds the stron-
gest scent, he starts barking; then
someone will start searching.”

MacPherson was eager to leave
and get busy. “We train hard for

this,” she said. “We want to go and
help.”

Lt. Rodney Vaughan is a rescue
squad officer on the team. For-
merly of Centre Ridge, in
Centreville, he now lives in
Gainesville and has been a team
member since 1998. He responded
to numerous hurricanes, including
Katrina, plus Taiwan in 1999 and
Iran in 2003. In Haiti, eight to 10
people will be assigned to him.

“When Technical Search locates
victims — through listening de-
vices, dogs or hearing them yell
out — we’ll confirm how deeply
they’re embedded,” said Vaughan.
“For example, they could have

Fair Oaks resident Richard
McKinney, captain of the
Frying Pan station, begins
the check-in process.

From left: Deputy Mobilization Manager Paul Torpey and the USAR team’s program man-
ager, Keith Morrison, discuss the logistics of the team’s impending departure for Haiti.
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Rescue Teams Helping in Haiti
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CVHS’s Class Change Challenge
Starting Thursday, Jan. 21, Centreville High’s SGA will be hold-

ing a competition between the four classes (Freshman, Sopho-
more, Junior and Senior) to see who can collect the most change
for Haiti. The winning class will receive $100 in their class ac-
count. The SGA plans to donate $1,500 towards the fund-raiser
from its own funds, and hopes to raise another $1,500 in change
from the competing CVHS students. The $3,000 would then pur-
chase enough books for Haitian libraries to equal about half of
the CVHS library. Everyone — parents, students, members of the
Centreville community — is welcome to contribute; there are
buckets in the CVHS Main Office and the SGA room where dona-
tions can be dropped off.

Park Authority Listening Forum
Park Authority Director John Dargle is hosting a listening fo-

rum in the Sully District at Cabell’s Mill, in E.C. Lawrence Park,
on Thursday, Jan. 21, at 7 p.m. This forum gives Sully residents
the opportunity to talk about the parks and park services and
offer their ideas.

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will

perform free, child safety carseat inspections Thursday, Jan. 21,
from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly.
No appointment is necessary. But residents should install the child
safety seats themselves so technicians may properly inspect and
adjust them, as needed.

However, because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles
arriving on each date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may
have enough time to properly instruct the caregiver on the proper
use of the child seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to confirm
dates and times.

Recycling Event, This Sunday
Fairfax County residents may now recycle fluorescent light bulbs

and tubes in addition to televisions, computers and peripheral
electronic devices including keyboards, speakers, keyboards, print-
ers, scanners, etc. Accordingly, the county’s first “Electric Sun-
day” event for 2010 is this Sunday, Jan. 24, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
at the I-66 Transfer Station at 4618 West Ox Road in Fairfax.

Indoor Farmers Market Opens
An indoor farmers market opened this week in a storefront

within the Fairfax Corner shopping center, off Monument Drive
in Fairfax. The address is 11895 Grand Commons Ave., between
the Lucy and Il Vino stores, and the market will be open every
Tuesday from 11:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

A wide selection of products will be offered, including winter
fruits and vegetables, meats, dairy products, baked goods, glu-
ten-free products and a large variety of prepared foods. It’ll be
run by Smart Markets which operated last summer’s farmers
market in both Centreville and Fairfax Corner. The market will be
there through April, when it will return to its site in the shopping
center’s parking lot.

Centreville Immigration
Forum To Meet

The next meeting of the Centreville Immigration Forum is Tues-
day, Jan. 26, at 7 p.m., at Centreville United Methodist Church,
6400 Old Centreville Road in Centreville.

Sully District Council Land Use
Sully District Park Authority representative Hal Strickland will

address the next meeting of the Sully District Council of Citizens
Associations and its Land-Use Committee. It’s set for Wednesday,
Jan. 27, at 7 p.m., in the Sully District Governmental Center, 4900

Roundups

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View

Colin Powell Elementary’s All-School Chorale performs “The Quest for Peace.”

Festival Honors MLK Jr.

Westfield High’s Avery
Hobbs sings “I Hope You
Dance.”

Centreville High’s Wildcat Guitar Ensemble performs “Sunny.

Centre View Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or centreview@connectionnewspapers.com

The Westfield High Chamber Singers perform three
songs.
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

A
 little boy, talking penguins and a whole lot
of laughs — that’s what’s in store for those
attending Chantilly High’s production of “The

Kid who Talked to Penguins.”
Show times are Friday, Jan. 22, at 7 p.m.; Satur-

day, Jan. 23, at 2 and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Jan. 24,
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $5 at the door or via
www.chantillyhsdrama.com. This children’s play is
double cast and features a cast and crew of 60.

“It’s about a young boy named Billy who protects
penguins at the zoo from being picked on by a bully,”
said Director Shannon Khatcheressian. “In exchange,
they come to his house, in the middle of the night,
and say they want to be his friends. They also tell
him the winning numbers for the local lottery. The
problem is that, when Billy tells everyone what hap-
pened, no one believes him.”

Currently, the actors are busy rehearsing, and
Khatcheressian says things are going well. “The kids
worked hard over winter break to memorize all their
lines,” she said. “And this is one of my favorite shows
written by [Chantilly Theater Director] Ed Monk. It’s
such a great comedy, truly written for the entire fam-
ily. Adults could come to the show without little ones
and still have a wonderful time, because the lines
are so funny.”

Portraying 6-year-old Billy is sophomore Adam
Gaskins. “He’s a clumsy kid who tries to fit in,” said
Gaskins. “He’s the outcast of his family. Since his sis-
ter and brother are a lead actress and a football star,
he tries to live up to their reputations. He’s also de-
fensive of himself, but very social — and he’s awe-
struck by seeing the penguins at his house, and talk-

ing.” Delighted to have the part, Gaskins said, “It’s
my first lead role here, so it means a lot to me. And
I like acting for children’s shows because I get to act
big and goofy and have more fun with it than with a
normal role. It’s also something I can jump into. I
have two little cousins, two little sisters and lots of
little kids in my neighborhood, so this makes me feel
like I can see things from their point of view.”

He expects the show to be a big hit with the audi-
ence and says children “will love the interactive hide-
and-seek scene between them and the penguins. It’s
not something that usually happens in plays.”

Sporting a full penguin costume — complete with
red bow tie, yellow webbed feet and a beak — sopho-
more Mohammad Abou-Ghazalah plays Norris the
penguin. Each penguin also has a special accessory
to correspond with his or her penguin personality,
so Norris wears a big pair of glasses.

“Out of the four penguins, I’m the geeky, nerdy
one,” he said. “I keep getting them lost, and I’m a
klutz, too. It’s a great role to play. It’s written in an
excellent manner, and the personalities provided give
you a new perspective toward penguins. We see the
future, talk and fly and are super geniuses. And we
see humans as inferior to us.”

Abou-Ghazalah says the play contains humor for
both children and adults, and audiences will laugh
at the characters’ personalities, plus the jokes. All in
all, he said, “It’s going to be a really fun play.”

Portraying Billy’s Aunt Terry is sophomore Kelsey
Monk. “She’s crazy, angry and very old-fashioned,”
said Monk. “She has her own ideas about how people
should act and children should be raised. She’s left
in charge of Billy when his family goes out of town,
so it’s two opposite personalities working together
on stage.”

She especially likes her role because her older sis-
ter Maggie played the same part previously, so “it’s
cool to have it, too, and I get to yell and be crazy.

Photo by Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View

Among the cast of Chantilly High’s “The Kid who Talked to Penguins” are (from left)
Alex Johnson, Mohammad Abou-Ghazalah, Adam Gaskins, Matt Manalel and Ben
Zimmerman.

‘The Kid Who Talked to Penguins’
Chantilly High presents
children’s show.
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Average Class Size in Local School Districts
The following numbers reflect the average number of students per classroom teacher at a grade

level. Students and teachers involved with the school districts’ pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and
self-contained special education programs are not included for the purposes of calculating the for-
mula. Fairfax County Public Schools provide the following data on its Web site:

School Division Elementary Middle High/Secondary
City of Alexandria 19.6 23.7 25
Arlington County 18.6 19.7 17.6
Fairfax County 21.2 24.1 24.9
City of Falls Church 21.1 22.5 20.6
Loudoun County 22.4 19.8 24.8
City of Manassas 16 22.4 21.4
Montgomery County (Md.) 20.7 30.9 28.5
Prince George’s County (Md.) 17.5 20.3 25.1
Prince William County* 22.3 31.0 28.5

* Prince William is the only school district to exclude alternative education teachers and alternative
education students when calculating their average class size.

classroom that they need to fit into the classroom
because of building and fire code reasons,” said
Tistadt.

DALE SAID the school system does not have classes
exceeding room or building capacities currently.

“There is nothing in violation now. We would never
do that because I am not going to sit here and vio-
late the fire code,” said Dale.

The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
said that it has received no complaints about viola-
tions in public schools. The department has a “pro-
active” approach to investigating county facilities,
including public schools, though officials said the
inspections are not necessarily done on a regular
schedule.

“If we received a complaint about a school, we
would investigate it immedi-
ately. ... We do inspect the
school periodically but they
also have their own inspec-
tors,” said Dan Schmidt,
spokesman for the fire and res-
cue department.

If officials discover a class is
too large for the room where
it is scheduled to take place,
they often move that section
to a larger space, like a small
lecture hall or assembly meeting room, he said.

“Sometime you have to move classes into a larger
room that might not be the best space for that sub-
ject,” said Dale.

IN SPITE OF CONCERNS about class size, Dale
has suggested raising Fairfax’s average class size by
one student during the 2010-11 school year as a way
of closing the system’s budget gap of $100 million to
$200 million. By increasing the average class by one
student, the school system saves approximately $17.1
million, according to budget documents.

The Fairfax County School Board has raised the
average class size twice in the last two years in or-
der to make up for past financial shortfalls.

“People are not going to be happy to see another
increase in class size,” said Dale.

Class size is likely to go up even more next year if
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors does not give
the school system the extra $57.8 million Dale has
requested, he said. Without the extra funding, Dale
and the School Board would be forced to bump the
average class by more than one student in 2010 and
2011.

In March, the county supervisors decide on a bud-

get, defined primarily by the real estate property tax
rate, and announce the county’s total transfer to the
school system. The School Board will then make its
final decision about spending cuts, including whether
to raise average class size again, in April.

Several School Board members fear that Fairfax
County will either freeze or cut the school budget
from where it was last year in order to avoid raising
taxes. If the county were to hold the school budget
to its present level, the school system would be have
to make approximately $160 million in cuts.

“If we have to cut $160 million, there is going to
be a lot of pain. If we have to cut $160 million, we
are going to have to increase class size,” said School
Board member Stu Gibson (Hunter Mill.)

PARENTS have been complaining to the county
Council of Parent Teacher Associations about students
having to sit on everything from radiators to book-

shelves because some class-
rooms do not fit enough desks
for each student to have their
own.

“I have seen photos of
classes that are so packed with
desks already, there is no place
to put some of the students,”
said Michelle Menapace, the
parent organization’s presi-
dent.

When principal Laraine
Edwards told Stenwood Elementary School that they
would have to cope with at least one very large fourth
grade class of 35 students, it was obvious she had
already racked her brain trying to find a different
solution, said Kelly Grizzell, the Vienna school’s par-
ent teacher association president.

“Our principal works very closely with the PTA.
She went over every possible scenario with us and
kept us in contact about what her plans were,” said
Grizzell.

The parent added that Edwards and the rest of
Stenwood’s staff had done everything they could to
devote extra instruction assistant hours and other
staff support to the exceptionally large class. That
Stenwood fourth grade section is one of the largest,
if not the largest, of its kind at the elementary school
level, according to Fairfax County schools communi-
cations director Paul Regnier.

“We are trying to make the best of a difficult situ-
ation. At Stenwood, class size is big concern for us,”
said Grizzell.

THE LARGER CLASSES are having a negative

Pushing Limits on Class Size

See Class Size,  Page 6

“Let’s be frank. The
impact on instruction is
already here and it is
only going to get worse.”

— Leonard Bumbaca,
Fairfax Education Association
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Class Size Proposal Puts Students in Tight Spots
impact on instruction, said several
school advocates.

At the elementary school level, prin-
cipals are being forced to create more
combination classrooms, where stu-
dents from two different grades are
put in one homeroom class for most
of the day.

This can result in very large classes

for certain subject areas. School
Board Member Liz Bradsher (Spring-
field) has had one constituent com-
plain about elementary school math
section with 42 students in Burke’s
Cherry Run Elementary School.

Since math instruction is grade level spe-
cific, Cherry Run breaks up a fourth and
fifth grade combination class and sends stu-
dents to other homerooms for that subject.
When fourth grade students from the com-
bination class are added to another fourth
grade class in the school, the result is one
math section with 40-plus students, said
Bradsher.

In high schools, an increase in the aver-
age class size has meant that electives, in-
cluding advanced science and math courses,
which do not attract a substantial number
of students to sign up have to be dropped
from the school schedules altogether.

Bradsher also said that middle and high
school students have a particularly hard
time fitting into science labs when classes
are large.

“You see problems more in the labs in high
schools. You can always move a bookshelf
or a TV out into the hallway to make more
room in a classroom. It is a lot harder to do
that in a lab,” said Bradsher.

Teachers also complain that they are hav-
ing difficulty moving around some class-
rooms and that they have had to seat chil-
dren in areas of the classroom that they
cannot easily reach for one-on-one instruc-
tion, said Leonard Bumbaca, president of

the Fairfax Education Association.
“It creates an element that is far more

congested. You can’t move the walls and so
you lose a lot of flexibility and sometimes
the ability to teach properly,” he said.

Bumbaca said he has heard of several
classes that exceed 32 students. Some mu-
sic and physical education sections have 40
students, since they are not considered
“core subjects.”

“Let’s be frank. The impact on instruction
is already here and it is only going to get
worse,” he said.

SEVERAL FAIRFAX classes already exceed
the teacher-to-student-ratio laid out by the
Virginia Department of Education in state
regulations.

The commonwealth’s “standards of qual-
ity” in education call for the teacher-to-stu-
dent ratio in an average kindergarten class
to be one to 24. In Fairfax, the ratio is one
to 26.25, according to this year’s budget
documents.

State regulations also call for a teacher-
to-student ratio of one to 24 for first through
third grade classes and one to 25 for fourth
and fifth grades. According to budget docu-
ments, Fairfax County is maintaining a staff-
ing ratio of one-to-26.25 students in grades

first through six this year.
Fairfax school officials said the school sys-

tem calculates their student-to-teacher ra-
tio differently than Virginia’s Department
of Education and that Fairfax is not in vio-
lation of state regulations, even if the bud-
get documents suggest they are.

But in certain schools, several classes are
much larger than Fairfax’s average class size
as well as the Virginia Department of
Education’s recommendations.

At Springhill Elementary School in
McLean, parent Catherine Lorenze said two
fifth-grade homerooms have 31 students
and every sixth grade homeroom has 30 stu-
dents.

According to Lorenze, Forestville Elemen-
tary School in Great Falls also has a third,
fourth and sixth-grade class with 30 stu-
dents each. Colvin Run Elementary School
in Vienna has three fifth-grade classes with
31 students each and two fifth-grade classes
with 33 students each.

“We have several fifth and sixth grade
classes that are 30 to 35 students and pri-
mary class sizes that are 29 to 30 kids in
the lower grades. Class sizes of 30 to 35
students are troublesome,” said School
Board member Jane Strauss (Dranesville.)

“Quite frankly, we are
getting to the point in
some schools where we
are pushing the envelope
in terms of the fire code.”

— Jack Dale, superintendent
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U
nemployed, uninsured, homeless,
hungry. While on a percentage
basis, Northern Virginia is better
off than most of the rest of Vir-

ginia, in raw numbers, we have more people
here who are unemployed, more people here

who lack health insurance,
more people who spend parts
of most months without enough
food on the table, more people

who are homeless.
Some sobering numbers as we celebrate the

day of hope and aspiration that is Martin
Luther King Jr. Day. Sobering statistics as we
inaugurate a new governor who has many good
ideas, but no plans for new revenue. Cuts in
the state budget will affect everyone in Vir-
ginia, even those who are not needy.

In November, more than 68,000 unemployed
people were looking for full time work here in

Northern Virginia, according to the Virginia
Employment Commission, up from just under
50,000 in November, 2008.

Later this month, officials and advocates will
conduct the annual “point in time” census of
homeless. Last January, there were 1,730
homeless people in Fairfax County at the “point
in time” count, more than 1,000 of those are
members of families, most of the adults with
jobs. In the City of Alexandria, there were 360
homeless people. In Arlington, 527 homeless,
about 200 of those were people in families.

According to the latest U.S. Census numbers,
from 2008, there were about 200,000 people
(under 65) in Northern Virginia without health
insurance. These are people who can’t get pre-
ventative care, can’t get routine care for mi-
nor illnesses.

In Arlington County 38,018 or 21.1 percent
of the population lacked health insurance. That
number jumped to 62 percent of those living
below 200 percent of poverty line.

In Fairfax County, 149,642 people or more
than 16 percent of the population lacked health
insurance. In the City of Alexandria, 22,399
people lack health insurance, or 18.2 percent
of the population. In the City of Fairfax, 3,685
people lack health insurance, or 18.8 of the
population.

Another measure of need, and a way of iden-
tifying concentrations of poverty, is to look at
students who qualify for free or reduced-price

meals in public schools.
In Alexandria more than 50 percent of stu-

dents are eligible for free or reduced meals.
In Arlington, more than one-third of students

are eligible for free or reduced meals.
More than 37,000 students in Fairfax County

Public Schools are eligible for free and reduced
meals, that’s 22 percent of the student body.
And the needy students also tend to be con-
centrated in particular schools. For example,
some schools, like Wolf Trap Elementary, had
no students qualifying for free or reduced
meals. Then consider Graham Road Elemen-
tary, with more than 78 percent of its students
qualifying for free and reduced meals,
Lynbrook Elemenetary with more than 76 per-
cent of its students qualifying; Mount Vernon
Woods, more than 75 percent; Mount Eagle
more than 74 percent. The uneven distribu-
tion showed dozens of schools with very high
rates of poor students lumped together; doz-
ens with poverty rates in the single digits.

Food for thought. These numbers don’t indi-
cate a tiny population of needy people, they
indicate a region with ongoing problems of
“haves” and “have-nots.” Those 15-30 percent
of our populations in local jurisdictions who
“have not” are about to have quite a bit less as
the state and local budget processes move for-
ward.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Many Numbers Point to Needs
Challenging times as
we commemorate
vision of Martin Luther
King Jr., inaugurate
new governor.

Editorial

Support
More Funding
To the Editor:

For the first time in anyone’s
memory, Fairfax County Public
Schools is in the midst of a perfect
storm. On the revenue side, the
country is in recession, state rev-
enues are down, and county home
values have fallen. This year we
are educating 4,000 more students
than last year, with $20 million
less. The situation would be even
worse had we not received nearly
$50 million in federal stimulus
funds — and those funds will run
out in a year. The new Governor
and the General Assembly have to
cut $4 billion just to balance the
state budget. The County Board of
Supervisors funded the schools
this year at the same level as last
year — despite our increased en-
rollment — and threatens either
the same or lower funding next
year.

On the spending side, enroll-
ment is up dramatically and the
number of our neediest children
— who cost more to educate — is
growing even faster. In response,
over the past two years, the School
Board and Superintendent have
taken prudent measures to control
costs, including cutting central

administration by 15 percent, and
streamlining and consolidating
programs.

However, when we spend 85
percent of our budget on instruc-
tion, there is a finite limit to what
we can cut without impacting
teaching and learning. And the
cuts that save the most money —
freezing pay and raising class sizes
— are both counterproductive and
unsustainable. But that is where
we have to cut to get to the num-
bers needed to balance our bud-
get.

And so we face a crossroads. We
can keep cutting — freshman
sports, elementary band and
strings, full-day kindergarten,
more teaching positions that will
raise class sizes, and again freez-
ing all pay. Or we can advocate for
the funding we need to maintain
the world class school system that
is not only nationally renowned,
but which also fuels the economic
engine that drives the county, and
which contributes to the abundant
quality of life we moved here to
enjoy.

The School Board will make its
choice on Feb. 4 when we will
adopt a budget that seeks the re-
sources we need to serve all
174,000 children who will walk
through our doors next September.
But then it is up to others — the

Letters to the Editor

General Assembly, the Governor,
and the Board of Supervisors —
to decide whether we actually get
those resources. You have a unique
opportunity to affect the future of
our children, schools and our com-
munity. Please join us in letting our
elected officials know that you
support Fairfax County Public
Schools, and want those elected
officials to provide us with the re-
sources we need to maintain our
very successful system. We invite
you to learn more at www.fcps.edu
and step up to let your voice be
heard.

Kathy Smith
Chairman, Fairfax

County School Board

Facts about
Climate
To the Editor:

Mr. Hatch, in Centre View (Jan
7-13, 2010) sharply disagreed
with Dr. Margaret Fisher’s descrip-
tion of the impact that the ex-
pected change in the earth’s cli-
mate “was probably the most seri-
ous environmental threat of all
time.” He deemed this statement
“outrageous.” He was also dis-
pleased with the conclusions pre-
sented by the International Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) which
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indicate that the average tempera-
ture is increasing.

In his critique Mr. Hatch asserts
that “natural sources of green-
house gases” dwarf “anthropo-
genic (manmade) sources,” and
that “water vapor is by far the most
important (greenhouse gas).”
These statements are simply mis-
leading. The facts are that “anthro-
pogenic gases,” primarily carbon
dioxide add to natural sources,
thereby increasing CO2 density
that now exceeds maximum val-
ues that occurred during the pre-
vious half million years. Mr. Hatch
has questioned Dr. Fisher’s asser-
tion that pollen increase will re-
sult from climate change. In fact
evidence of changes in pollen lev-
els and increased transport
abound. For example measure-
ments made in the Caribbean have
revealed that pollen (and other
stuff) originating in Africa are
blown from the Sahara and the
Niger region and deposited in the
Caribbean. This material reaches
coral reefs causing coral die off ...

There is a broadly accepted
theory that guides projections of
earth’s climate properties. It is
strongly supported by geologic
data, analysis of glacial ice cores,
tectonic circulations and proper
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

SAVANNAH FOR ST. PAT’S DAY MARCH 14–18........................................................$949
Deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4-Nights Hotel in Historic District, Daily
Breakfast, 3 Dinners, 1 Lunch Reserved Seating on the Parade Route, City Tours,
Sightseeing, Wine & Cheese Party And Loads of FUN!

VISIT FLORIDA VIA MOTORCOACH, FEB. 21–27....................................................$599
St. Augustine, Amelia Island, Jacksonville Includes Deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna or
Rockville, 6 Nights Hotel, Dail Breakfast, 3 Dinners, 1 Lunch Sightseeing….Call for an Itinerary

FULL MOON TOUR OF WOLF SANCTUARY OF PENNSYLVANIA, MARCH 27–28...........$239
Includes Deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Overnight Holiday Inn, Lititz, PA,
Breakfast, Dinner and 2 tours of the Wolf Sanctuary JOIN US FOR THIS SPECIAL VISIT!

Grooming
14200F Centreville Square • Centreville

703-815-1166
Mon.–Sat. 8 A.M.–5 P.M.

Shampoo & Conditioning • Bath & Brush
De-Matting • Custom Style & Cut • Nail Clipping

$5-$7.00
Any Pet Custom

Style & Cut Package.
New Clients Only.

With coupon, new customers.
Limit on per customer. Not
Valid with any other offer.

Expires 1/31/10

TEETH
CLEANING

$5 OFF

Yeppi PetYeppi Pet

We use only all-natural products • Professional Full Service Grooming • Teeth cleaning

With coupon, new customers.
Limit on per customer. Not
Valid with any other offer.

Expires 1/31/10

Located in
Centreville

Square Shopping
Center

Ask About Our FREE
Hot Oil Treatments

Ask About Our FREE
Hot Oil Treatments
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ties of earth’s ocean currents and bottom
deposits. Temperature patterns, evaporation
cycles and movement of air masses all de-
pend on energy received from the sun and
also on energy from the earth itself. Inten-
sity and distribution of solar energy are
determined primarily by earth’s orbital
properties. Solar energy (about 450 watts/
sq meter, mid latitude, full sun) varies
widely. Earth’s surface also reflects energy
(the albedo effect) back into space; ice caps
reflect most. As a “black body” the sun emits
most of its energy as visible light plus some
in the ultra violet band. Emissions are not
constant, however. Solar flares occur irregu-
larly, sometimes lasting for centuries, usu-
ally increasing energy emission during these
periods.

Earth’s orbital properties control basic
climate sequences: its elliptical path around
the sun changes in cyclic fashion as the
plane of rotation tilts slightly from the eclip-
tic plane. Also eccentricity, related to the
distance between foci of the ellipse, changes
cyclically, about 100,000 years. Earth’s po-
lar axis tilts about 25 deg from a perpen-
dicular to the plane of rotation, producing
change of seasons during earth’s yearly ro-
tation. But the polar axis “swings around”

(precesses or oscillates) every 20,000 years
or so, shifting distribution of solar energy
between hemispheres. Also the polar axis
“wobbles about 1- 2 deg” every 20,000
years. (Our night-day 24 hour cycle also is
a factor: solar radiation is received only
during daylight, although polar regions are
irradiated for 24 hrs during summer, none
during winter).

There are several cycles linked to each
mode although three dominate. Synchro-
nies occur at long intervals causing glaciers
(and glacial weather) to form or recede. But
this does not account for all climate se-
quences. In fact there are two “black bod-
ies:” the sun and earth itself that contrib-
ute energy to the atmosphere. Nuclear fis-
sion near earth’s center heats our planet to
about 20-30 deg. “Black body earth” then
radiates at longer wavelengths below infra-
red bands. Radiation in this band also ex-
cites CO2 molecules in the atmosphere;
these proceed to reflect (re-radiate) energy
in all directions, so about half returns to
earth, the rest goes into space. This process
is continuous around the clock Thus CO2
acts as a blanket; the more CO2 in the at-
mosphere, the more energy continuously
reflected back onto earth, making it warmer
and warmer, Changes in temperatures can

happen in relatively short periods of time.
When energy levels vary from point to

point, dynamics of the atmosphere cause
pressure patterns to develop, winds to blow,
clouds to form, rain and snow to fall. This
is weather, such events can be predicted
(sometimes) by meteorologists. When en-
ergy levels rise, temperatures increase:
storms and hurricanes become stronger;
drought develops more frequently and in-
tensifies. These events can be predicted sta-
tistically, and just as a roulette wheel spins,

By John Brockmeyer

O
n the mean streets of Centreville,
my 13-year-old son waits for his
school bus. At the stop a parent

accompanies each child. These guardians
stand in constant vigilance. Watching. Pro-
tecting. Hovering.

Meet the Helicopter Moms and Dads.
Had my mother even entertained the no-

tion that as a 7th grader her protection at
the bus stop was necessary I would have
crawled across broken glass to convince her
otherwise. If she still deemed I needed her
there I can assure you the greatest threat
to my safety and psyche would have oc-
curred once I was on the bus.

Let’s move from the bus stop to the
kitchen where Mom is preparing a cake. The
kids look upon that bowl full of creamy cake

batter eagerly. Licking the bowl clean is one
of the joys of childhood. But no, we can’t
do that. Cake batter is actually a hideous,
toxic substance masquerading as a treat. It
contains raw eggs and raw eggs have sal-
monella bacteria in them. How many eggs

have the evil salmo-
nella? It’s about 1 in
14,000, according to
published studies. Most
people, unless you’re

Rocky Balboa and drink raw eggs five at a
time each morning, could go two or three
lifetimes without encountering a tainted
egg.

So now the kids want to head to the park
to play baseball, kick the soccer ball around
and shoot some hoops. Absolutely not, there
are bad people there. You want to play? We
have organizations run by adults. They will

tell you where to play, how to do it, where
to stand. It will be so much better than do-
ing on your own. You’ll be supervised. You’ll
be safe. And you’ll get a ribbon.

What are we doing? Yes, children need
to be taught there is risk and danger in the
world. But let’s not overstate the case. The
24/7 all news media has an insatiable need
for content and makes national news out
of every incident. The fact that such stories
are reported with such fervor testifies to
how rare they actually are.

We’re teaching our children the world is
a scary, evil and dirty place from which they
must be protected from at all times. Our
obsession with eradicating every bacterium
children may come in contact with is pro-
ducing a generation with little resistance
to the common bugs of everyday life. But
even worse, our protectionism can produce

Safety First, and Second, and Third
children with little emotional immunity.

Psychology Today asked a few years ago
if we are raising “A Nation of Wimps”? Are
we “protecting” our children so much they
fear the unfamiliar and are unable to cope
when they finally leave the nest? It’s already
happening according college administrators
and mental health professionals. When the
“emotional training wheels” as Psychology
Today puts it, finally come off universities
are seeing increased levels of anxiety, de-
pression and substance abuse. What’s the
answer then — a room in the dorm for mom
or dad?

Or perhaps it’s to stop treating 13 year-
olds like they’re 4 year-olds. Give them their
space and let them discover the world. Chil-
dren grow up so fast. We should let them.

John Brockmeyer lives in Centreville.

Commentary

they will happen.
In this light the concerns and comments

of Mr. Hatch have no meaning. Should the
roulette ball drop into a red slot, spin the
wheel again. It will land in a black one even-
tually.

Finally as global temperatures increase,
sea levels will rise. Weather patterns will
change. Winds will blow and pollens will
increase and spread. These are facts.

Larry Baldwin
Centreville
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Festive musicians
and music filled the
halls during the
Strolling Winter
Concert at Clifton
Elementary School.
Here, saxophone
players Evan Gold-
smith and Carly
Feldenkris spread
the holiday spirit.

Holiday Music

If you do not get Centre View
delivered to your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS
are now available for the first
time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months.
Help us meet the costs of providing
first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427)
or e-mail circulation@

connectionnewspapers.com
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Three Convenient Locations

Now Open! The Bungalow AleHouse in Gainesville 571-261-9367
Visit our website: www.bungalow4u.com

MANCHESTER LAKES
7003-C Manchester Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22310

(703) 924-8730

CHANTILLY
13891 Metrotech Dr.
Chantilly, VA 20151

(703) 502-3925

SHIRLINGTON
2766 S. Arlington Mill Dr.

Arlington, VA 22206

(703) 578-0020

Three Convenient Locations
“Billiards and Brew & Great Food Too”

We feel your pain...We feel your pain...

CHILL OUTCHILL OUTCHILL OUT
at

THE BUNGALOW!
Lunch Time, Dinner Time, Party Time, Anytime!

Also Serving Brunch
Saturdays and Sundays 11-3

• Completely Smoke Free
• Pool Tables, Games and Darts
   Catch the game or play one yourself!

Join Us for an Evening of Romance and Passion

The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra
invites you to attend the

2010 Valentine Pops Gala and Silent Auction

Amore!
Friday, February 5, 2010
Hilton McLean Tysons Corner

6:30 pm – Silent Auction and Cocktail Reception

8:00 pm – Dinner

9:30 pm – Fairfax Symphony Orchestra in concert,
featuring Robert Petillo, tenor, and Jeanine Thames, soprano

Tables of 10 available for $3,000, $5,000 and $7,500.
Individual tickets available for $300 each.

R.S.V.P. by January 22, 2010 • Black Tie Optional

info@fairfaxsymphony.org

The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra Board of Directors
and the 2010 Valentine Pops Gala Committee

Worth Noting

To have community events listed in Cen-
tre View, e-mail to
centreview@connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412.

ONGOING
New Neighbors League Club (NNLC)

of Northern Virginia is looking for
women who are new to the area,
looking to reconnect, or just interested
in meeting new  people for fun and
friendship!  Come to one of the
monthly coffees or luncheons.  Then
you can join one of the numerous clubs
such as  bridge, couples bridge, mah
jong, gardening, quilting and stitching,
Bible  study, bowling, bunco, Southern
living dining, movie outings, cards or
board  games, couples mixers, book
club, nursing home sing-a-longs, and
many other  activities. Visit the web
site www.newneighborsvirginia.com.

Music Education Program. Offered
through St. John’s Episcopal Church
through the Royal School of Church
Music. Learn to sing, read music and
music theory. Grades 1-5 meet
Sundays at 12:15 p.m. for rehearsal
and study; Grades 6-12 meet Sundays
at 4:30 p.m. for rehearsal and study. At
5649 Mt. Gilead Road, Centreville.
Visit www.StJohnsCentreville.org. Call
703-803-7500.

Neighborhood Watch Training
Dates — The Fair Oaks District Police
Station is offering four training dates
in 2010, for the Neighborhood Watch
Program. They will be held at the
police station, located at 12300 Lee
Jackson Memorial Highway, at 7 p.m.
in the roll call room and will last
approximately two hours. These
opportunities are designed for
communities that want to expand their
existing Neighborhood Watch
participation, those who wish to begin
a new Watch program or those who
would like a refresher course. We look
forward to serving you and
maintaining the quality of community
and police partnerships that we have
both come to depend on and enjoy.

The training dates are as follows:
• Tuesday, April 20, 2010
• Tuesday, July 20, 2010
• Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2010

FRIDAY/JAN. 22
Swing Dancing. The Cutaways and Jack

and Jill Dance Off. Cost is $15. Swing
lesson from 8:30-9 p.m.; dancing from
9 p.m. to midnight. With Sue and Gary
Caley. At the Hilton Washington Dulles
Airport Hotel, 13869 Park Center
Road, Herndon.

JAN. 22, 23, 24
Outdoor Sportsman’s Show. Over

100 exhibitors. International outfitters,
fishing charters and guides, fine
sporting arms, hunting rifles, custom
knives, hunting gear and more. Friday
3-8 p.m.; Saturday 9-6 p.m.; Sunday
10-5 p.m. Admission: Adults $10, 3-
day pass $15, Children $5.  At the
Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly. Visit
www.nationsoutdoorshow.com. Call 1-
888-715-0606.

JAN. 23-24
Train Show. Over 200 booths of

manufacturers and retailers, 15
spectacular operating model railroads,
The Walt Disney Railroad Story
Exhibition and Seminar. Free Thomas
the Tank Engine train rides for kids.
Hours are Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is
$10/adults, children under 16 are free.
At the Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly.
Visit www.wghshow.com.

SATURDAY/JAN. 23
Open House. Sponsored by Centreville

Preschool Inc. Registration packets will
be available for the 2010-2011 school
year. Morning and afternoon co-op and

non co-op classes are available to
children who turn 3 or 4 by Sept. 30,
2010. A beginners non co-op morning
class is offered to children who turn 2
1/2 by Sept. 30. At 13196 Braddock
Road, Centreville. Call 703-830-5656
or email
register@centrevillepreschool.com.

SUNDAY/JAN. 24
National Christian Choir Concert. 6

p.m. At Jubilee Christian Center. NCC
has 24 recordings, including hymns,
spirituals, inspirationals, Christmas
songs, patriotic, and others over the
past 25 years. Jubilee Christian Center
is at 4650 Shirley Gate Rd., Fairfax.
Call 703-383-1170, or visit
www.jccag.org.

Democratic Women of Clifton. 3-5
p.m. Former Delegate Margi
Vanderhyde will address the group on
the subject of Virginia’s 2010 General
Assembly Session. Will also discuss the
election of officers. Meets at Clifton
Community Hall, 12641 Chapel Road,
Clifton. Visit
DemocraticWomenofClifton.org.

THURSDAY/JAN. 28
Relay for Life Kick-Off. 7-8:30 p.m.

Enjoy refreshments, be inspired by a
cancer survivor’s personal story, and
learn about the American Cancer
Society’s signature fund-raiser, coming
to Centreville High School in May
2010.  RSVP to Committee Chair,
Marion Rantis at
CentrevilleRelay@gmail.com.  Visit
www.CentrevilleRelay. At Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 13421 Twin Lakes
Drive, Clifton.

JAN. 29, 30, 31
Sugarloaf Crafts Festival. More than

250 artisans will be offering crafts and
fine art in all mediums, including
pottery, sculpture, glass, jewelry,
fashion, furniture, home accessories
and photography. Friday 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is
$7/online, $8/door. At the Dulles Expo
Center, 4320 Chantilly Place Center,
Chantilly. Visit
www.SugarloafCrafts.com or call 800-
210-9900.

FRIDAY/JAN. 29
Swing Dancing. Sock Hop with the

Rock ‘n Roll Relics. Wear your poodle
skirts and bowling shirts. Cost is $15.
Swing lesson from 8:30-9 p.m.;
dancing from 9 p.m. to midnight. With
Sue and Gary Caley. At the Hilton
Washington Dulles Airport Hotel,
13869 Park Center Road, Herndon.

SATURDAY/JAN. 30
Peter Douskalis Performs. 7-9 p.m.

Free. At Pacino Ristorante, 5653 Stone
Road, Centreville. Reservations not
required but recommended. Call 703-
222-5885.

TUESDAY/FEB. 2
Haiti Fund-Raiser. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. At

Ledo Pizza, which is donating 20
percent of all sales to Haiti relief. Three
Ledos are participating: Ledo in
Fairfax, 11725 Lee Highway, Fairfax;
Ledo in Chantilly/Westfields, 5081
Westfields Blvd.; and Ledo in
Centreville, 14115 St. Germain drive.

FRIDAY/FEB. 5
Swing Dancing. With Gina DeSimone

and the Moaners. Big Game Football
Night — wear your favorite team’s
colors. Cost is $15. Swing lesson from
8:30-9 p.m.; dancing from 9 p.m. to
midnight. With Sue and Gary Caley. At
the Hilton Washington Dulles Airport
Hotel, 13869 Park Center Road,
Herndon.

SATURDAY/FEB. 6
Super Saturday. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Workshop on Financial Aid and FAFSA
(Free Application for Federal Student
Aid). Financial aid information
presentation from 9-10 a.m.; FAFSA
completion between 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. with help by trained counselors.
At Centreville High School, 6001
Union Mill Road, Clifton.

Choral Cabaret. 7-10 p.m. At
Centreville High School. Will feature a
variety of musical acts performed by
students; a dessert assortment of cakes,
pies, cheesecakes and cookies served
table-side; a raffle; and a silent
auction. Tickets are $10 general, and
$5 students. To order tickets, contact
Lana Zarger at lanazarger@cox.net.

FEB. 6-7
Virginia Wine Showcase. 11 a.m. to 6

p.m. Admission is $35. Features
unlimited tastings of boutique farm
wineries of Virginia and beyond. At the
Dulles Expo Center, 4368 Chantilly
Center, Chantilly.  Email:
donna@vawineshowcase.org or call
703-823-1868.

FRIDAY/FEB. 12
The Brain Show and Family Food

Court. 5-9 p.m. The Brain Show is an
educational trivia game show with the
look and feel of a real TV game show.
Also a food court with Chic-fil-A, Baja
Fresh, Cici’s Pizza, Sushi Sashimi and
more. At Centreville Elementary
School.

Swing Dancing. Have a Heart Hop.
Valentine’s treats and dance floor
Valentine deliveries. With the Natty
Beaux. Will be raising money for the
Fairfax Humane Society by auctioning
off many of the dancers. Cost is $15.
Swing lesson from 8:30-9 p.m.;
dancing from 9 p.m. to midnight. With
Sue and Gary Caley. At the Hilton
Washington Dulles Airport Hotel,
13869 Park Center Road, Herndon.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Swing Dancing. Jack and Jill Dance off.

With King Teddy. Cost is $15. Swing
lesson from 8:30-9 p.m.; dancing from
9 p.m. to midnight. With Sue and Gary
Caley. At the Hilton Washington Dulles
Airport Hotel, 13869 Park Center
Road, Herndon.

SATURDAY/FEB. 20
Mystery Book Sale. At Centreville

Regional Library, 14200 St. Germaine
Drive, Centreville. Call 703-830-2223.

FEB. 25-28
Capital Home and Garden Show. At

the Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly.
The show offers a broad selection of
home improvement-related businesses.
Get ideas, investigate new products,
gather information and meet the
professionals to help you make your
next remodeling, renovation, or
decorating project a breeze. Cost is $9/
online, $12/door, $3/children. For
tickets, go to http://
www.capitalhomeshow.com/ME2/
Sites/

FRIDAY/FEB. 26
Swing Dancing. With the Cutaways.

Cost is $15. Swing lesson from 8:30-9
p.m.; dancing from 9 p.m. to midnight.
With Sue and Gary Caley. At the Hilton
Washington Dulles Airport Hotel,
13869 Park Center Road, Herndon.

FRIDAY/MARCH 5
London Towne Art Showcase Fund-

Raiser. Student artwork will be
exhibited throughout the school. At
London Towne Elementary School,
Stone Road, Centreville.
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The Centreville High Bagged Mulch Sale is
coming. Free delivery of 3cu ft/bagged premium
double shredded hardwood mulch with purchase of
10 bags or more within the ZIP codes 20120, 20121
and 20124. The delivery dates are March 19, 20, 21.
This fund-raiser helps Project Graduation, the alco-
hol/drug free All-Night After Graduation Celebration,
After Prom and senior scholarships. Place your orders
at www.CVHSmulch.org.

Catherine Lightburn of Centreville made the
dean’s list at High Point University in North Carolina
for the fall of 2009 where she is a sophomore. Stu-
dents on the dean’s list are those who have attained
a 3.5 GPA for the semester. She is a 2008 graduate
of Westfield High School and the daughter of Bob and
Jeannine (now deceased) Lightburn of Kentwell
Circle in Centreville.

An Open House at The Boyd School is scheduled
for Saturday, Jan. 23 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The Boyd
School has seven campuses in Northern Virginia serv-
ing infants through middle school. The Boyd School
is fully accredited with the American Montessori So-
ciety and The Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.  It is licensed by the Virginia Department of
Social Services and maintains many affiliations with
Montessori and academic organizations throughout
the area. Visit the Web site www.theboydschool.com
or call Herndon/Oak Hill at 571-203-8686 or
Westfields/Chantilly  at 571-321-0362.

Centreville Preschool Inc. (CPI) is hosting an
Open House on Saturday, Jan. 23 from 9 a.m. to
noon. Registration packets will be available for the

Dragon Tales
Gary Lloyd, storyteller and retired librarian, told three dragon stories to
Deer Park Elementary School students at an assembly on Tuesday, Jan.
19. Children have been reading throughout the year and, after each book
read, they add a scale with their name on it to a dragon head outside of
their classrooms. Lloyd is shown holding a gong that a student would
sound before each story. Also shown are Reese Arnold, Trey Gregg and
Tiffany Hough.

2010-2011 school year beginning in September.
Morning and afternoon co-op and non co-op classes
are available to children who turn 3 or 4 years of age
by Sept 30, 2010. A beginner’s non co-op morning
class is offered to children who turn 2 1/2 by Sept
30th.  Established in 1969, CPI is a non-profit coop-
erative preschool located in a renovated Victorian
house at 13196 Braddock Rd. in Centreville. Bring
your child’s birth certificate and meet the staff of pro-
fessional teachers. Call 703-830-5656 for more
information or email
register@centrevillepreschool.com.

Pleasant Valley Preschool will be holding its
annual Open House and Registration on Friday, Jan
29 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  PVP is a non-profit co-
operative preschool with half day programs for 3- to
5-year-olds.  The school is located in the Greenbriar
Community Center, 4615 Stringfellow Road,
Chantilly. Email info@pleasantvalleypreschool.com
or 703-378-6911 or visit the Web site at
www.pleasantvalleypreschool.com.

Thirty-six Fairfax County public schools
have been recognized by Virginia Governor Tim Kaine
with the 2010 Governor’s Award for Educational
Excellence. This award is the highest honor bestowed
by the Virginia Board of Education under the Virginia
Index of Performance incentive program.

The following local schools were recognized
with the Governor’s Award for Educational Excel-
lence: Carson Middle, Franklin Middle, Greenbriar
West Elementary, Oak Hill Elementary, Rocky Run
Middle, Virginia Run Elementary, Willow Springs
Elementary.

Schools

Laugh
to
forget,
but
don’t
forget
to
laugh.
—Arnold Glasow
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Orthopedic Physical Therapy • Pilates Equipment Sessions
 • One-On-One Personal Training

Accepts most insurances
First appointment offered within 48 hours • Early morning and evening appointments available

www.ResultsRehab.net

Centreville Location
5719 Centre Square Drive
Centreville, Virginia 20120

Phone: (703) 818-8804

Gainesville Location
7521 Virginia Oaks Drive, Suite 240

 Gainesville, Virginia 20155

Phone: (703) 753-7600
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ic! Results Rehab & Fitness, Inc.

Physical Therapy & Pilates
Results Rehab & Fitness, Inc.

ENRICHING LIVES…

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS
• State-of-the-art Facility

• Digital X-Rays (Reduced Radiation)
• Audio/Video Entertainment for Relaxation

• Saturday and Late Hours Available
• We accept Most Insurances

703-961-0707

Kamran Nikseresht D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
14415 Chantilly Crossing Lane
Chantilly, VA 20151
In the Target & Costco Shopping Center, to the left of Starbucks

“Dr. Nik” TOOTH WHITENING SPECIALS

UP TO                 OFF50 %

Call our office today to change your smile
“AND PUT YOUR FEARS TO REST.”

703-818-1500

Charles and Katherine Fischer, D.D.S, P.C.
5895 Trinity Parkway, Suite 200

Centreville, VA 20120
www.fischerdental.net

Advanced Dentistry With A Sensitive Touch

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Now you can relax with Sedation Dentistry

and wake up with a beautiful smile.

Comprehensive Dentistry For All Ages
Including ...

• Extensive Cosmetic Options
• Laser Dentistry
• Invisalign®

• Orthodontics
• Implants

*Financing Available

From Page 2

News

been on the first floor of a six-story building
that collapsed, so we coordinate the rescue ef-
fort.”

“If we need heavier equipment than we have,
we’ll work with heavy riggers, de-layering [de-
bris] ’til we get to them,” he continued. “We’re
not going to stop ’til we get to them.”

THEY’LL probably work in 24-hour shifts, to
start, with down time, here and there. Normally,
half the team would work days, and the other
half, nights. But, said Vaughan, “Due to the
amount of work, it’s ’round the clock now.”

He, too, helped with the mobilization, “push-
ing paperwork, getting everything in order,” and
looked forward to “getting down there and do-
ing what we train relentlessly to do — rescue
people. It’s a lot like a soldier trains for a war
— not that you want one — but when that time
comes, you want to be able to put it to good
use.”

Vaughan said they’d all “done this enough”
so that they can quickly assess whatever situa-
tion they encounter and proceed accordingly.
Hardest, he said, was wanting to get there as
fast as they could, but understanding that it
takes six to 14 hours to assemble all the gear,
get the plane ready and the equipment on board.

“It’s a huge undertaking — and we’d like it
done in 30 minutes,” he said. “Then, once we’re
on the ground, the physical work and sleep dep-
rivation will eventually take a toll on us. But
when we’re working, we don’t let it bother us.”

Vaughan will miss his two daughters and wife
Erica, though. But, said Erica Vaughan, “I’m so
proud of what he’s doing. He’s been training to do
this and I hope he’ll save some lives.” She said she
never gets used to his deployments and worries
about him while he’s gone. But, she added, “I know
he’s in the Big Man’s hands and [the fire depart-
ment] does a good job of keeping us updated.”

Technician Kevin Dabney of Vienna has been on
the team more than 10 years. A rescue specialist, he
helps with team organization and works under the
Task Force leaders, Fire Chiefs Jim Strickland and
Robert Zoldos.

“I’ll command others to do search and rescue, and
we’ll help in any way we can,” said Dabney. “We’re
100-percent self-sufficient and don’t need anything
from the local government.”

After receiving a geographical location to search,
the Command and General Staff Team that Dabney’s
on determines which people should go where and
sees that they’re properly equipped. It also handles
safety, logistics, medical, planning and operations
matters.

We ask, ‘Is there medical transport? Where do we
send survivors?’” said Dabney. “‘What about secu-
rity issues — are there roadblocks?’ So behind the
scenes, there’s a whole lot of work.”

When they hear of possible survivors needing res-
cue, first a small reconnaissance team assesses
whether it’s a workable location. Then, if it’s a go,
six to 80 people — including medical personnel,
technical search specialists, dogs and structural en-
gineers — would respond. The size of the response
depends on the size of the site and the suspected
number of victims needing rescue.

SINCE THE FIREFIGHTERS communicate by ra-
dio, Lt. Wes Rogers’s specialty is also crucial. Rogers,
of Oak Hill, works in communications in the Massey

Building in Fairfax and also on the USAR team.
“I set up repeaters, enabling the radios to talk fur-

ther than line of sight,” he said. “Depending on the
terrain, we could have a 4-mile range. I’ll also set up
satellite communications to talk to our Operations
Center at the Fire and Rescue Academy and will es-
tablish communications with our USAR team already
in Haiti.”

Typically, team managers receive radio updates
about the victims, plus the status of the search teams
— where they are, if they’re all right and if they need
anything.

Last Thursday, Rogers could hardly wait to get there
already and start helping. “Everybody here has that
attitude,” he said. “I’m proud of the team; everybody
works together and we all want to save some lives.”

Squad officer Richard McKinney of Fair Oaks is
captain of the Frying Pan station. He’s a 30-year mem-
ber of the fire department and has been on Task Force
1 since its inception.

“We’ll search buildings, going in void spaces and
looking for trapped people,” he said. “USAID will tell
us which buildings and areas to check.” What makes
it so dangerous, said McKinney, is the unknown. “You
really don’t know what you’re getting yourself into,”
he said. “Once an earthquake’s destroyed a building,
it’s unstable.”

But he’s glad to do what he can and he likes the
camaraderie among the people on the team. “Most
of them I’ve known, my whole career, so they’re just
like a second family,” he said. He’s been with them to
Oklahoma City, Taiwan and the Pentagon after 9/11.

Toughest, said McKinney, is “the death and seeing
people at their worst.” But he finds satisfaction in
“the chance of finding someone alive — or even find-
ing deceased people so their families can have clo-
sure.”

Rescue Teams Helping in Haiti

The team members’ red and yellow bags are
piled on the floor at the Fire and Rescue
Academy prior to being loaded on a truck for
transport to the airport.
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Meeting at Deer Park Elementary School
15109 Carlbern Drive Centreville, VA 20120

Bible Study-9:30 a.m.
Worship- 10:30 a.m.

• Programs for Children, Youth & Adults
• Nursery Provided

(703) 815-8860  www.ccbc-va.com  Pastor, Gary L. Maines

Tree of Life Bible ChurchTree of Life Bible ChurchTree of Life Bible Church
THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION

Traditional
Anglican Service

1928 book of

Common Prayer

9:00 - Morning Prayer & 11:00 - Holy Communion
(1st, 3rd, 5th weeks of the month)

11:00 - Morning Prayer & 9:00 - Holy Communion
(2nd, 4th weeks of the month)

(CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY)

13941 Braddock Road, (north off Rte. 29) Centreville, VA

703-830-3176

CENTREVILLE

CENTREVILLE

b
b

b

b

Saint Andrew
Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Christian Education for All Ages: 9:45 a.m.

Adult Bible Study: Wed. 9:30 a.m.

 Our mission is to welcome all people,

to grow in our relationship with Christ,

and to serve the Lord

Braddock Road and Cranoke Street

Centreville, VA 20120

www.saintandrewlc.org

703-830-2768
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“Easy As A Day
At The Beach”

South Riding Pediatric Dentistry
SHIRLEY F. BETHEL, D.M.D.
Dentistry for Children and Adolescents

Board Certified

4229 Lafayette Center Dr., Suite 1400
Chantilly, VA 20151-1201

Phone 703-378-2000

Fax 703-378-2400

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

(Participating Provider for Delta Premier,
United Concordia and Guardian)

Cosmetic, Family
and Laser Dentistry

6134 Redwood Square Ctr.
Suite 202

Centreville, VA 20121

703-266-BITE (2483)
Early A.M. & Evening Appts. Available

www.virginialaserdental.com

Jose Aunon, D.D.S.

James Moshier, D.M.D.

WE OFFER TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Both of our beautiful, modern offices use the

latest technology in orthodontic treatment for
children and adults.

Flexible interest free payment plans are available
Most insurance plans are accepted

Convenient Saturday and evening hours
BOARD CERTIFIED DIPLOMATE

Of THE AMERICAN BOARD
OF ORTHODONTICS

Call for your FREE Initial Consultation

www.nvaortho.com

Gainesville
7521 Virginia Oaks Dr.,

Suite 120
703-754-4880

Centreville
6138 Redwood Square

Center, Suite 103
703-815-0127

Early Morning,  Dentistry for
Evening Appointments Adults and Children
Available

Most Insurances Accepted!

Accepting New Delta Dental Patients
Anthony D. Falbo D.D.S. and Judith A. Thomas D.D.S.
14245-F Centreville Square (703) 815-0775

People

M
r. and Mrs. Peter R.
Hacker, formerly of
Virginia Run now re-

siding in Fountain Hills, Ariz., are
pleased to announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Mallory
Eva Hacker to Kevin Russell
Briancesco, son of Ms. Georgia
Nelson of San Francisco. The
couple met while attending classes
as students at Arizona State Uni-
versity.

Kevin is a professor of commu-
nications at ASU’s Hugh Downs
School of Communication.  He is
a widely published and acclaimed
poet both in the San Francisco Bay
area and here in the Phoenix area.

Mallory is a graduate student,
studying towards a master’s of
education in Secondary English
and Theatre.  She is a frequent
performer at Fountain Hills Com-
munity Theater, her recent roles

Joining DAR
The Centreville-based
Lane’s Mill Chapter
Daughters of the
American Revolution,
held its monthly
meeting in Clifton on
Dec. 4.  During the
meeting, Honorary
Chapter Regent Van
Lee  and Chapter Vice
Regent Charlene
Gross installed new
member Deborah
Holmes.  To become a
member, Holmes
provided documenta-
tion that she is  the
lineal descendant of an ancestor who aided in achieving American independence.
Prospective members are welcome to attend chapter  meetings. Contact
jsmithtot@aol.com for more information.

Mallory Hacker and Kevin Briancesco.

From Page 3

Hacker and Briancesco Are Engaged

are Peggy Sawyer in “42nd Street,”
Millie in “Thoroughly Modern
Millie” and Ella Patterson in “Annie
Warbucks.” Currently she is ap-

pearing as Ado Annie in “Okla-
homa!” at Desert Stages Theater
in Scottsdale, Ariz.

A July 2010 wedding is planned.

Roundups

Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. Call Jeff Parnes, eve-
nings, at 703-904-0131. Strickland will give a Park
Authority status report.

Relay for Life Meeting
The kick-off party for Relay For Life of Centreville-

Clifton is slated for Thursday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m. at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, at Union Mill and Twin
Lakes roads in Clifton. The community is invited to
join the fun and learn how to be a part of Relay
2010, a fund-raising event for the

American Cancer Society. RSVP to
CentrevilleRelay@gmail.com.

School Board
Survey Offered

The Fairfax County School Board wants to improve
communications with and outreach to parents and
the larger community. Those interested may complete
a survey at: http://www.fcps.edu/survey/ to help the
School Board understand how to better serve its con-
stituents.

      
FOR

EMPLOYERS

Great Communities     Great Connections    Great Results

          Fill your job
  openings faster...

with Recruitment Advertising in

703-917-6464
www.connectionnewspapers.com
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BRUCE R. HUTCHISON, D.D.S.
MICHAEL H. GORMAN, D.D.S.
WHITNEY S. JARRELL, D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
14245-P Centreville Sq.
Centreville, VA 20121

703-830-9110
www.smilesforcentreville.com

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing in

Chantilly/Oak Hill, Centreville/Clifton, Fairfax
Contact: Karen Washburn

     kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 p.m.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. JANUARY 23 & 24

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

7042 BALMORAL FOREST RD • $949,000 • Sun. 1-4
RE/MAX Allegiance • Zen Carague • 571-213-7331

Clifton/Centreville
7042 BALMORAL FOREST RD ..$949,000 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... RE/MAX Allegiance ........ Zen Carague ............ 571-213-7331
13529 ORCHARD DR #3529.....$224,900 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Long & Foster................Pat Bogenn..............703-961-7104
14801 BASINGSTOKE LOOP.....$219,000 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Long & Foster................Mary Young.............703-633-7665

Fairfax
4224 ROSE THICKET LN...........$748,790 .. Sat. 12-5......Christopher Real Estate..Maureen Simpson ... 703-356-6035
10533 JAMES WREN WAY........$599,999 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Residential Preferred......Pat Richter .............. 703-239-1234
10725 NORMAN AVE................$529,000 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Weichert ........................Ron Fowler..............703-598-0511
4122 GROVER GLEN CT ........... $485,000 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... ERA Elite........................Fran Rudd................703-980-2572

Herndon/Ashburn
21406 ASHBURN RUN PL.........$567,000 .. Sun. 1-4:30..Samson Properties.........Jim Kim...................571-224-2386
20154 BAR HARBOR TERR.......$299,900 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Samson Properties.........Donny Samson........703-864-4894
706 MAIN DR...........................$595,000 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Coldwell Banker .............Lisa Moffett .............703-938-5600

Leesburg
1212 JAMES RIFLE CT. NE ....... $378,524 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Samson Properties.........Keith Harris ............. 703-395-6601

Alexandria
124 N. GRAYSON ST.................$479,000 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Weichert ........................Ron Fowler..............703-598-0511

Burke/Fairfax Station
7002 BARNACLE PLACE...........$539,950 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Weichert ........................Kathleen Quintarelli..703-862-8808
9500 CLAYCHIN CT .................. $749,900 .. Sun. 12-4.....Weichert ........................Mahala Hart.............703-691-0555
11611 Yates Ford Rd................$767,500 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Keller Williams............... Karen Paris.............571-220-7503

Annandale
3711 MERLIN WAY...................$595,000 .. Sun. 1-4 ...... Samson Properties.........Scott Koval..............703-625-3446

From Page 4

‘The Kid Who Talked to Penguins’
You could do the most extreme things and still have

this role work. You get to do so much with the lines.”
The cast is using the same platforms Chantilly used

for “A Christmas Carol.” But, said Monk, “We create
the scenes with our acting and help the audience
see what we see. It’s different from any other play
they’ve ever seen and challenges their imagination.”

Freshman Matt Calvert plays Skip, Billy’s older
brother, the star of his high-school football team.
“He’s this big, macho kind of dude — a typical foot-
ball player — and kind of a dunderhead,” said
Calvert. “He’s full of himself and puts up with his
little brother, but sometimes picks on him.”

Enjoying the role, Calvert said, “I’ve never played
a jock before, so I get to really play it up. This is my
first kids’ show, so I have to be really animated and
completely over the top.”

He described the play as “a really nice story with a
great moral, funny lines and interesting characters.

For example, the German therapist called in to help
Billy with the penguins has his own, imaginary friend.
The moral is that, growing up, you’re not going to
be good at everything, but you’ll get better and
smarter — and everybody’s special in their own way.”

The stage manager is Amanda Lupone. “During
rehearsals, I read the lines alongside the actors and
give them a line if they need it,” she said. “And if
anything’s messed up, I make a note and, at the end,
we’ll go over it. During the show, I’ll be in the booth,
giving sound and light cues, or helping out back-
stage, making sure everyone’s in their places.”

“I love it,” said Lupone. “It’s a great experience
working with everyone, and I’ve made some good
friends. It also helps with my organizational skills —
which helps with schoolwork and people skills; it just
kicks in naturally now.”

As for the play, she said, “The audience will love
it. It has a lot of great actors and actresses and is a
really good, family show.”

Home Sales

Copyright 2009 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
5420 CHANDLEY FARM CIR ......... 6 ... 4 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE . $1,170,000 ... Detached ....... 5.03 .......................... SULLY ESTATES
13529 HEATHROW LN ................. 5 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $737,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 ................ FAIR LAKES CHASE II
15478 WATERS CREEK DR ........... 4 ... 4 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $649,900 ... Detached ....... 0.30 ......................... PLEASANT HILL
7101 ORDWAY RD ........................ 5 ... 4 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $575,000 ... Detached ....... 0.48 ...................... AUBREYS PLAINS
6180 HIDDEN CANYON RD .......... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $565,000 ... Detached ....... 0.31 ........................... VIRGINIA RUN
15277 SURREY HOUSE WAY ........ 5 ... 3 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $540,500 ... Detached ....... 0.30 ........................... VIRGINIA RUN
5203 ELLICOTT CT ....................... 5 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $525,000 ... Detached ....... 0.23 ........................... CABELLS MILL
5828 STONE CREEK DR ............... 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $515,000 ... Detached ....... 0.34 ...................... SULLY STATION II
5210 RUSHBROOK DR ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $515,000 ... Detached ....... 0.20 ........................... CABELLS MILL
5631 KERTSCHER TER ................. 4 ... 4 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $506,000 ... Detached ....... 0.13 ........................... SULLY MANOR
14816 GREEN POST CT ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $500,000 ... Detached ....... 0.59 ....................... GATE POST ESTS
14257 STONE CHASE WAY .......... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $500,000 ... Detached ....... 0.34 .................... NORTH HART RUN
5219 TULIP LEAF CT .................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $480,000 ... Detached ....... 0.23 ...... WOODLANDS OF FAIR LAKES
6811 FARRAHS CAVALRY RD ....... 4 ... 4 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $461,000 ... Detached ....... 0.21 .............. CONFEDERATE RIDGE
6923 SHARPSBURG DR ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $435,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ....................... HANNA ESTATES
6501 WHEAT MILL WAY ............... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $422,000 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ................................... OLD MILL
5614 SCHOOLFIELD CT ............... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $413,000 ... Detached ....... 0.11 ......................... SULLY STATION
14403 ROCKYMOUNT CT ............. 4 ... 3 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $406,800 ... Detached ....... 0.20 ............................... ROCKY RUN
14222 BRENHAM DR ................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $401,000 ... Detached ....... 0.07 ..... CENTRE RIDGE LAND BAY 2
5024 GREENHOUSE TER ............. 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $392,105 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................................. FAIRCREST
14515 WILLIAM CARR LN ............ 4 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $390,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 .................................. NEWGATE
14255B WOVEN WILLOW LN ....... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $372,185 ... Other ............... CENTREVILLE CROSSING LAND CONDO
13301 SUMMER GARDEN WALK ..... 6 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $363,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................................. FAIRCREST
13322 SUMMER GARDEN WALK ..... 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $360,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................................. FAIRCREST
13981 TANNERS HOUSE WAY ..... 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $360,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ........................TANNERS RIDGE
14257B WOVEN WILLOW LN ....... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $355,000 ... Townhouse ...................... CENTREVILLE CROSSING
13474 TWILIGHT GLOW DR ........ 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $350,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ................................. FAIRCREST
15121 OLDDALE RD ..................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $350,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 ....................... CHALET WOODS
6160 EARLY AUTUMN DR ............ 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $340,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ................................. BRYARTON
14314 SILO VALLEY VW ............... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $325,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .......................... CENTRE RIDGE
14369 SILO VALLEY VW ............... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $322,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 .......................... CENTRE RIDGE
5807 WATERMARK CIR ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $320,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ......................... SULLY STATION
14721 BEAUMEADOW CT ............ 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $320,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ......................... SULLY STATION
5804 BELCHER FARM DR ............. 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $319,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ......................... SULLY STATION
14600 FLOWER HILL DR .............. 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $315,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ......................... SULLY STATION
14306 UNIFORM DR .................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $315,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .......................... CENTRE RIDGE
5430 CRYSTALFORD LN ............... 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $310,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ..........................WALNEY MILLS
14315 PAPILION WAY ................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $310,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .......................... CENTRE RIDGE
14227A SAINT GERMAIN DR#11 .... 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $307,990 ... Multi-Family ................... CENTREVILLE CROSSING
14618 CREEK VALLEY CT ............. 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $300,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ......................... SULLY STATION
5615 SHERBORNE KNLS .............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $284,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................. ENGLEWOOD MEWS
13808 ROCK TER .......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $275,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ..................... CENTER TERRACE
6895 CHASEWOOD CIR ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $269,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................... NORTH HART RUN
6370 PALMETTO PL ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $263,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ..................... HERITAGE ESTATE
5946 WILD BROOK CT ................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $260,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. LITTLE ROCKY RUN
6358 ST TIMOTHYS LN ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $260,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. COMPTON VILLAGE
6521 INSIGNIA CT ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $260,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .......................... CENTRE RIDGE
6919 COMPTON VALLEY CT ........ 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $260,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ..... COMPTON VALLEY ESTATES
6024 WESTBOURNE PL ................ 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $257,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ........... LONDON TOWNE WEST
6354 PALMETTO PL ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $257,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.01 ................... HERITAGE ESTATES
6323 FIELD FLOWER TRL ............ 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $256,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .......................... CENTRE RIDGE
14729 BENTLEY SQ ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $255,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.07 ...................... LONDON TOWNE
5829 ROCKDALE CT ..................... 4 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $255,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. LITTLE ROCKY RUN
5664 THORNDYKE CT .................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $250,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ............................. STONE POND
14744 BASINGSTOKE LOOP ........ 3 ... 1 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $249,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ........... LONDON TOWNE WEST
14774 GREEN PARK WAY ............. 2 ... 1 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $248,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ........... LONDON TOWNE WEST
14414 SALISBURY PLAIN CT ........ 2 ... 3 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $246,200 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................................. NEWGATE
14453 FOUR CHIMNEY DR .......... 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $242,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .................................. NEWGATE
6206 STONEPATH CIR .................. 3 ... 3 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $235,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.07 ................ WOODGATE VILLAGE
14751 GATWICK SQ ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 .. CENTREVILLE .... $235,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ...................... LONDON TOWNE
5115 PALMETTO BAY CT #59 ...... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $235,000 ... Townhouse ................... LIFESTYLE AT SULLY STATN
14433 FOUR CHIMNEY DR .......... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $228,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .................................. NEWGATE
5684 CABELLS MILL CT ............... 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $228,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ............... HERITAGE CROSSING
6002 BASINGSTOKE CT ............... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $220,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ........... LONDON TOWNE WEST
14826 BASINGSTOKE LOOP ........ 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $216,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ........... LONDON TOWNE WEST
14545 CASTLEFORD CT ............... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $215,788 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ............... CROFTON COMMONS
5604 WILLOUGHBY NEWTON DR#15 ... 2 ... 2 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $215,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................ WILLOUGHBYS RIDGE
5628 WILLOUGHBY NEWTON DR#28 ... 2 ... 2 ... 0 .. CENTREVILLE .... $215,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................ WILLOUGHBYS RIDGE
13934 MIDDLE CREEK PL ............ 3 ... 3 ... 1 .. CENTREVILLE .... $215,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................... HERITAGE ESTATES

December 2009

$1,170,000 ~ $215,000
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Sports
Centre View Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Rich Sanders

Centre View

I
n a game that featured numerous
standout players last Friday night,
Westfield High junior guard Yawrely
Ramirez might have tended to get

lost in the action. But, at game’s end, it was
the junior guard’s clutch, timely three-point
basket that proved to be the difference in
the Bulldogs’ 57-54 win over Herndon. The
Concorde District contest between the two
elite teams took place at Herndon.

While the game’s standout players such
as Herndon’s Phyllis Martin (game-high 22
points) and Alexis Lewis (18 points, 10 re-
bounds), along with Westfield’s Shelby
Romine (14 points), Jessica McNamara (13)
and Siobhan Beslow (10) contributed many
of the night’s top highlights, it was Ramirez,
a steady Bulldog starter who is averaging
seven points per game, who made the
game’s most memorable basket.

Following a pair of free throws by Mar-
tin, Herndon’s talented senior backcourt
player, the Hornets held a 54-52 lead with
25 seconds remaining in the fourth quar-
ter. After a timeout, Westfield worked the
ball around looking for a game-tying or go-
ahead basket. But Herndon’s aggressive
defense forced a loose ball around the area
around the top of the key. In the scramble
for the ball, Westfield gained possession.
The ball then was passed left to Ramirez
on the perimeter. The 5-foot-7 inch guard
dribbled left, spotted up behind the three-
point line and converted from long range.
Just like that, Westfield was on top, 55-54,
with eight seconds showing.

Moments later, Westfield’s Beslow, a jun-
ior forward, came up with a steal as
Herndon was trying to get off a game-tying
or game-winning shot. She then converted
both free throws to make the score 57-54
with two seconds left. The Hornets could
not get off a shot after that and the visiting

Bulldogs had come out with the hard fought
triumph.

“We wanted to get a big [defensive] stop,”
said Herndon coach Reggie Barnes, of the
Westfield possession that resulted in the big
three-point basket by Ramirez. “We wanted
to know where Shelby Romine was and stay
with her. The play seemed to break down
but Ramirez stepped up and made the shot.”

Pat Deegan, Westfield’s coach, said
Ramirez got a good look at the basket and
made a textbook shot, displaying good
shooting form and not rushing.

“She got a good look, she wasn’t rushed
and she just stepped up like in practice ev-
ery day,” said Deegan. “I wasn’t surprised it
went in.”

With the win, Westfield improved to 12-
2 overall and remained perfect in district
play at 4-0. Herndon slipped to 8-5 and 1-2
in the district.

HERNDON, behind five first half three-
pointers, carried a 31-28 lead into halftime.
But Westfield opened up the second half
with 13 straight points, capped by a
backdoor layup basket by junior forward
Dani Knox (4 points) to make the score 41-
31 Westfield, with about three minutes left
in the third quarter.

Westfield outscored the Hornets 18-8 in
that third quarter and carried a 46-38 lead
into the final quarter. Herndon came right

back, getting within 46-44 on a three-point
shot off the right wing by Martin early in
the final stanza and eventually re-gaining
the lead, 48-47, on two foul shots by Lewis,
a senior wing, with 5:48 remaining.

The Herndon lead had extended to 51-
47 a few minutes later on a baseline layup
basket off the left side by Martin with 2:35
left. But several possessions later, Westfield’s
McNamara, a junior shooting guard,
drained a three-pointer from the left side
of the top of the key area to deadlock the
game at 52 with 50 seconds remaining.
Herndon would retake the lead on Martin’s
two free throws with 25 seconds left, set-
ting up the game’s final dramatic seconds
and the game-winner by Ramirez.

“We finished it off at the end, that’s what
matters,” said Westfield’s Romine, who a
year ago was the District Player of the Year
and is averaging 16 points per game this
season. “We struggled a little bit in the
[fourth quarter] with our shooting and re-
bounding. Herndon is a very tough and
physical team. I’ve been playing against
them a long time.”

BOTH TEAMS, throughout the game, took
advantage of the three-point line, with
Herndon converting seven treys and
Westfield five. Martin nailed four of the long
range shots, while teammates Jasmine
Johnson (6 points) drained two and Jenna

Aschenbach one. For the Bulldogs,
McNamara and Romine both made two
three-pointers and Ramirez had one. Ten
of McNamara’s 13 points came in the third
quarter.

Herndon held down Romine in the sec-
ond half after she had scored 12 of her 14
points in the first half. Overall, the 5-8 se-
nior played an excellent all-around game,
passing the ball and defending well, re-
bounding the ball (6 boards) and getting it
down the court.

“She’s sort of like the engine that drives
everything,” said Deegan, of his talented
backcourt player. “She gets up on the boards
and rebounds and plays great defense. She
can score and run the break well.”

Deegan said Herndon did a good job de-
fending Romine.

“Herndon played real well and had an
idea what we wanted to do,” he said. “They
wanted to take things away from Romine.”

Barnes, the Herndon coach, was proud
of his team’s play but disappointed the Hor-
nets could not finish the game off and get
the win. He credited Westfield with play-
ing well.

Herndon, this week, was scheduled to
host Robinson on Tuesday, Jan. 19 before
playing at Chantilly on Friday, Jan. 22.
Westfield, meanwhile, was set to play home
games against Chantilly and Oakton on
Tuesday and Friday, respectively.

Herndon, Westfield Girls Go Down to the Wire
Late trey by Ramiriez
lifts Bulldogs to
Concorde District
basketball win.

Shelby Romine scored 14 points in her team’s
Concorde District win at Herndon last Friday night.

Photos by Rich Sanders/Centre View

Westfield High girls’ basketball coach Pat Deegan.

Connor Bach of Centreville High
has signed a collegiate letter of intent to
play baseball at Virginia Military Insti-
tute (Lexington) next school year. Bach,
who resides in Clifton, is a three-year
letterman for the Wildcats. Last year as
a junior, he earned All-Concorde District
honors as both a left-handed pitcher and
an outfielder, helping the Wildcats
qualify for the Northern Region playoffs.
This past summer, Bach was a member
of the USA Select team that traveled to
the Dominican Republic.

Bach plans to major in mechanical
engineering at the VMI.

VMI baseball coach Marlin Ikenberry
looks forward to Bach being a part of the
Keydet program.

“Connor throws a fastball between

82-86 mph and can throw all three
pitches for strikes,” said Ikenberry. “Of-
fensively, he has gap-to-gap power and
is projected to play first base and corner
outfield for us. He comes from a very
good high school program at
Centreville, which is well coached by
Morgan Spencer. Connor also comes
from the same high school as [current
VMI pitcher] Ryan Barefoot.”

The annual Westfield Bulldog
Bash girls’ and boys’ basketball tourna-
ments were a success. The girls
champion was the host Westfield High
team. The Bulldogs, in the finals, de-
feated the Freedom Eagles (South
Riding), 54-42. In the third place game,
the Potomac Panthers defeated James

Madison, 51-39.
The boys’ champion was Centreville,

which defeated the Langley Saxons, 66-
44, in the finals. Finishing third was
Patrick Henry, which defeated
Westfield, 64-54.

The 2009 Bulldog Bash All Tourna-
ment boys’ team was made up of: MVP
Warren Denny (Centreville), Outstand-
ing Tournament Player Austin Kriz
(Langley), Troy Thomas (Flint Hill),
Martez Redfearn (West Potomac),
Darius Smith (Woodbridge), Brian Orr
(Freedom High of South Riding), Terrell
Wilson (Patrick Henry of Roanoke),
Zach Elcano (Westfield), Austin
Vasiliadis (Langley) and Bobby
Warhurst (Centreville). The girls’ All
Tournament Team was made up of:

MVP Shelby Romine (Westfield), Out-
standing Tournament Player Kelsey
Buchanan (Freedom of South Riding),
Kayna Jacobs (Potomac), Erin
Kavanaugh (Madison), Eireann Anastasi
(St. Hubert’s of Philadelphia), Audrey
Dotson (Flint Hill), Madison Hahesy
(McDowell High of Erie, Pa.), Dionna
Scott (Freedom of South Riding), Jes-
sica McNamara (Westfield) and Jessica
Andre (Westfield).

Northern Virginia Baseball
Umpires Association is in need of
officials for baseball and volleyball.
Umpires are needed for college, men’s
leagues, high schools and youth recre-
ational leagues.

Experience is helpful but not re-

quired. Formal classroom and on-the-
job training will be provided. Classes
will begin in mid-February. Umpires are
needed for all communities in the
greater D.C. area. Call Ken Williams at
703-400-3232 for more information or
go to umpires.org to fill out a “New
Ump” form.

Fairfax Adult Softball is seeking
umpires for its adult slowpitch softball
leagues in Fairfax County. Umpires are
paid monthly. Net pay starts at $25 per
one-hour game. Experience is desired
but ASA training is provided beginning
early February. Flexible scheduling
based on availability. Contact FAS at
703-815-9007 or email to:
office@fairfaxadultsoftball.com.

Sports Notes
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Since 1985 Dedicated to keeping
your BMW, Volvo and Volkswagen in factory condition with:

• Factory trained master technicians
• Genuine BMW, Volvo and Volkswagen parts  • Emissions Certified Repair
• 24 hour drop off and pick up • Most extended warranty policies accepted

• Rental car reimbursement program

BMW, VOLVO & VOLKSWAGEN
SERVICE AND PARTS

703-817-0650
14500-B Lee Rd., Chantilly

Viking
Automotive

$24.95
Oil Change

$20 OFF
Oil Change

visit us at www.vikingautomotive.com

The WFCM Thrift Store Has Doubled Its Size!

• Furniture
• Clothing for All Ages
• Jewelry
• Accessories
• Seasonal Items
• Linens
• Small Appliances
• Books
• Movies
• Kitchenware
• Sporting Goods
• Baby Items
• Collectibles...and more!

13989 Metrotech Drive
Chantilly, VA 20151

www.wfcmva.org • 703-988-9656, x 109

We now have more:

From Page 1

Schools

See Dance Teams,  Page 19

have the correct level of difficulty. The girls must
also perform the routines with complete energy and
personality — which takes a lot of practice and con-
fidence.”

Regarding her own, overall award for choreogra-
phy for the entire competition, Kilmer said receiving
such an honor is “always gratifying because it goes
beyond the division your routine was entered in and
ranks you among every routine performed that day.”

Paul VI Catholic High School hosted the event, run
by Universal Dance Association — a national, train-
ing organization for high-school and college danc-
ers. Both Westfield squads prepared for it for weeks
by learning, breaking down and polishing their pom
routines while still learning and fine-tuning other
routines to finish up the Bulldog football season.

AS WESTFIELD’S only entrant in the high-
school solo division, Hughes vied against 40 top
solo dancers from other schools and all-star dance
squads. She performed a contemporary piece to
the instrumental, “Solid Ground.”

She believes she won because her dance was
“different than what the judges expected. I have
more techniques than most dance-team girls be-
cause I also perform at a competitive dance stu-
dio, Creative Dance Center in Chantilly. I was re-
ally excited; it was my first time doing a solo at a
dance-team competition.”

Hughes joined Westfield’s team to be involved
in the school and because she “also wanted to
learn new routines and make friends.” Toughest,
she said, is the stamina required during perfor-
mances, but she especially loves being part of a
close-knit group and dancing at Westfield’s foot-
ball and basketball games. Said Huges: “The
crowd gives you adrenaline and it’s fun.”

Varsity captain Leah Rothenberg has been on
the team all four years. “I love dancing, and my

teammates and coaches are really nice,” she said.
Rothenberg leads warm-ups at practices and will
choreograph a routine for Senior Night. Of the re-
cent victory, she said, “The hard work we put in with
stamina runs paid off. And the last few weeks before
the competition, we really stepped up our game.”

She said the team was “ecstatic” to win. “As soon
as they named who was second place [Oakton High],
we all started screaming,” said Rothenberg. “It was
unexpected because our competitors were really
tough.”

THE GIRLS FOCUS mainly on pom routines — a
group number at competitions, plus solos. Next up

Teams Place First at Invitational

WHS varsity coaches Rebecca Canty and Cindy Kilmer, with WHS JV coaches Samantha
Edwards and Danielle Edwards, and their first-place pom trophies.

WHS Varsity Seniors Leah Rothenberg and
Stephanie Turner with the first-place trophy
in varsity pom.
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 1 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 4:

• Centreville
EmploymentEmployment

ADMIN ASS’T
Exp’d A.A. for various duties.  Exp. with 
wp, filing, Excel, organizational skills, 
telephone   and   able   to   multi-task.

E-mail: cumarquez@netscape.net EOE

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Landscape

Chapel Valley Landscape Company in 
Dulles, VA is seeking a Property Manag-
er with Landscape Management experi-
ence, to manage crews, customer serv-
ice oriented, computer knowledgeable, 
organized, goal oriented, fluent in Eng-
lish.  2 year college degree in hort. or re-
lated field pref.  Landscape sales exp. 
req.  Must have DL & clean driving re-
cord.    Competitive  wages    &     benefit 
package.    Fax   or    e-mail   resume   to 
Carmen  Palacios   at   703-406-9251,  or 

carmenp@chapelvalley.com.  EOE.  
Substance-free workplace.

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

2010
EXPANSION

Great Pay!

TEACHERS & ASSISTANTS
Play & Learn @  Dulles Corner in Hern-
don,  VA  is  seeking   F/T   Teachers   and 
Assistants.  Please call 703-713-3983 or 
fax resume to  703-793-2298 or email   at 

Sangley@ va-childcare.com.

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN
ASSISTANT

P/T position for experienced, reliable 
person.  Must have excellent client serv-
ice ability and be dedicated to superior 
animal care.  We offer competitive salary 
and generous discounts.  

CLIFTON-CENTERVILLE ANIMAL 
CLINIC

703-830-8844

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
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• Proven results.
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It’s only now, the Sunday afternoon following
the previous Thursday night, that I’m able to
recount the difficulties and demands of the 15-
day, eight-hour period beginning 1:34 p.m. on
Wednesday, Dec. 16 and ending at 8:45 p.m.,
Thursday, New Year’s Eve. It had nothing at all to
do with my cancer and/or any consequences
there to (not really, anyway). It had to do with my
Cable. Specifically, not having Cable service,
meaning no television and computer for over two
weeks.

Let me try to explain as patiently as I am able
to do so, now, the events leading up to and the
ultimate conclusion to some of the worst two
weeks of my life (death, taxes and health-related
news notwithstanding).

On Wednesday, Dec. 16, a contractor for
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
began digging up my neighborhood street to
solve a much-needed browning-of-our-tap-water
problem. Days before the initial dig, I noticed
spray paint markings on the street and on my
driveway indicating Miss Utility had been con-
tacted. (Little did I know that certain colors were
missing; had I known that, the subsequent pain
and suffering that we endured could have been
avoided. But alas, poor Yurik, I know very little of
what I’m talking.) Within an hour of the begin-
ning of the dig, sure enough, the unmarked
ground did not direct the construction crew away
from my cable and phone lines and as a direct
result, I received one (two, actually) of the most
unkindest cuts.

I will spare you the details of the many phone
calls made by yours truly to rectify the problem
because that’s not really the point of this column,
and besides, I can’t do the story justice in print as
I can in voice. The point of this column is to dis-
cuss how one survives when they lose something
that is most crucial to their day-to-day existence
and lose it not because of anything they said or
did, but lose it (and then not have it repaired or
responded to in a reasonable time) due to the
negligence of others. Collateral damage is how I
found myself characterizing my circumstances.

If truth be admitted to, I barely survived.
Every day that the problem persisted, I fell
deeper into an emotional hole. Every day that
the much-needed connections to the outside
world remained disconnected, I fell even deeper
into that abyss. Every day that progress was sup-
posed to be made to repair the lines (and then
ultimately wasn’t) took an ICC-type toll on my
psyche. Every day that I couldn’t resume my rou-
tine: work, play, business, banking, hobbies,
areas of interest, areas of need, etc., via the tele-
vision and computer and thus fill my day accord-
ingly was yet another day spent not in paradise
(we did borrow DVDs from a neighbor, one of
which included the first two seasons of Magnum
P.I; he was in paradise, literally and figuratively)
but one spent in a blackening hole, cratering
more and more every day.

When the third (fourth? fifth? I’ve lost track)
cable technician/team knocked on my door on
Dec. 31st at 8:15 and asked if I had a picture, I
thought I had died and ended up back on my
couch watching television. It wasn’t until 30 min-
utes later that my service was 100 percent
restored, finally; you can’t imagine the emotional
release I experienced when that service returned
to normal. It’s still taken me a few days to regain
my composure, resume my routine and get
myself back on track, however.

In retrospect, I don’t know how I managed,
really. Given that I’m a homebody, not a reader
and connected to the outside world electroni-
cally (like most people), being cut off as I was,
without any warning was almost too much; in
fact, it may have been one of the hardest things
I’ve ever had to do. I may be reconnected now,
but I feel like I’ve lost two weeks of my life, two
weeks that I really didn’t have to lose.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Not Able
Without Cable
By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 4:

• Centreville

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

HOME REMODELING
KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!
Steve’s Remodeling

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ProfessorToolbox.com
“Where you can find any Construction

Professional in one place!”

www.ProfessorToolbox.com

Homeowners Looking For…
Qualified, Licensed, Insured

Contractors

MISC. SERVICES MISC. SERVICES

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 4:

• Centreville
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Niaz Enterprises, LLC trading 
as Virginia Kabob , 5639 
Stone Rd, Centreville, VA 
20120. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a wine and beer on 
premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Karim Afzal, Owner

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

From Page 17

Schools

is the Reach the Beach competition in Feb-
ruary in Ocean City. Said Rothenberg: “It’s
our final competition and we’ll compete
against different teams than we’re used to
seeing.”

Junior Sara Abruzzo has been on varsity
since freshman year and got her previous
training at Rhythm Street dance studio. “I
love it,” she said. “We all get along well and
it’s fun.”

At competitions, the girls use gold pom-
pons and do a two-minute routine. At Paul
VI, the songs in their routine included
“Boom, Boom Pow” by the Black-Eyed Peas,
“Shake It” by Metro Station, “That’s Not My
Name” by the Ting Tings and a remix of
“Kiss Him Goodbye” by Steam.

Abruzzo said they were thrilled to win.
“Our team did a good job of staying together
in our moves and keeping our energy high,”
she said. Regarding Reach the Beach, she
said, “We’ve never done this one before but,
hopefully, we’ll do well.”

JV captain Katie Johnson, a sophomore,
also danced at a studio, but wanted to do it
on a school team. The varsity has 17 mem-
bers, and the JV, seven. Johnson said the
JV triumph at Paul VI was terrific.

“We were really excited, and surprised —
because we’d just finished the dance, that
week,” she said. “So we were really happy.
Some people think dancing’s easy or a sissy
sport, but it’s not — you have to work re-
ally hard.”

THE SQUAD had 90 seconds for its rou-
tine, but that was enough. “Games and com-
petitions are nerve-wracking because there
are people watching you and you really
don’t want to mess up,” said Johnson. “But
we have fun as a team and bond to make
new friends.”

The dance teams also competed Dec. 13
at GMU. This time, Westfield’s varsity was
second, but the JV — under coaches
Samantha and Danielle Edwards — cap-
tured another victory. “We didn’t want to
get overconfident so we practiced just as
hard,” said Johnson. “We had a good rou-
tine and brought it on strong.”

JV member Hayley McDonnell, a fresh-
man, especially likes performing at games.
“I’ve been dancing since I was 7 and friends
told me about Westfield’s dance team, so I
tried out and made it,” she said. The hard
part, said McDonnell, is balancing her time
between homework and practices.

“I like the routines and coaches,” she said.
“And we get to wear our costumes to school
on game days.” At GMU, Westfield’s JV rou-
tine was a mix of “Walk this Way” by
Aerosmith and “Back in Black” by ACDC.
“It was faster than the other teams’ routines
and that made it more difficult,” said
McDonnell. “But we worked hard on it to
perfect it.”

So to what does she attribute her team’s
win? Said McDonnell: “It was probably the
fast music — and our coach, Samantha
Edwards, told us to stay energetic and keep
smiling, the whole time, no matter how
tired we got.”

Dance Teams
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Centreville Tire & Auto

Also visit our website for up-to-date coupon specials and information at www.elitecarcarecenter.com

Most cars and light trucks.
Not valid with other coupons.

Expires 2/28/10

2010 Winter Maintenance SPECIAL- Take
Advantage of this Great COLD Weather Check-Up

6075 Centreville Crest Lane, Centreville, VA 20120

703-803-8200

Auto Service You Can Trust with a Family Touch!
Discount Tire & Automotive Repair

Thanks to all of our loyal
and generous  customers,
we were able to donate
$2,500.00 to OPERATION
HOMEFRONT for our

December fundraising drive! OPERATION
HOMEFRONT is a local charity which helps
support our local military families during deploy-
ment and throughout the year! We want to wish
you a very Happy New Year and in appreciation
of your business, we are offering you
Tremendous Savings for 2010!

Located in the back of the Grand Mart shopping center.

Store Hours: M-F 7-7 and Saturday 7-5

FREE
with the purchase of 4

Shocks or Struts
A $90 Savings!

Most cars and light trucks.
Not valid with other coupons.

Expires 2/28/10

2010 Special Savings on

BG FLUSHES
• Brake, Transmission,
   Coolant, Power Steering
• 10% OFF one flush
• 15% OFF 2 or more flushes

4-Wheel Alignment

Most cars and light trucks.
Not valid with other coupons.

Expires 2/28/10

• Mount & Balance
• 4 Wheel Alignment
• Nationwide Road Hazard
  Warranty & Tire Protection Plan

A $200 Savings!

With a 4-Tire Purchase
of these 3 brands Receive FREE:

Most cars and light trucks.
Not valid with other coupons.

Expires 2/28/10

2010 HUGE TIRE SPECIAL
SAVE $150

PLUS FREE
Tire Rotation/Repair for
the life of your 4 tires

(Includes FREE Mount &
Balance on ANY set of 4 Tires

plus a 4-Wheel Alignment

Most cars and light trucks.
Not valid with other coupons.

Expires 2/28/10

$49.95 Includes:
• Oil change - filter, 5 qts. of non synthetic oil
• Balance & Rotate Tires
• Check condition and level of fluids/top off
• Inspect Braking System
• Check Exterior lights-including headlight visibility
• Check tire wear/condition & adjust pressure
• Test Battery & Inspect terminal for corrosion
• Check Condition of Belts, Hoses & Wipes

If additional work is performed take an extra 10% off


